
Thinking

Beans
A Year of Classroom 

Philosophy Lessons

david birch



ΤɔɷɦɔɷɆ��Ȳȉɷʦ

82

Time
¤ɀɛȓǥ�ΤʁʹɆɏ�˒Ȳ�ȉʟȲ�ʁδȲɷ�ʜʟȲʁȦȦʹʜɔȲȬ�˒ɔʰɏ�ɏʁ˒�ɴʹȦɏ�ʁʟ�ɏʁ˒�ɫɔʰʰɫȲ�˒Ȳ�
have of it, we are less inclined to ask what it is. Yet over the centuries 
philosophers have spent a lot of time trying to understand exactly what 
it is they are spending, and in the process they’ve developed a variety of 
ȬɔΦȲʟȲɷʰ�ʰɏȲʁʟɔȲʦ�ʁɷ�ʰɔɴȲউʦ�ɷȉʰʹʟȲ�ȉɷȬ�ȥȲɔɷɆे�

Presentism, for instance, is the view that neither yesterday nor 
tomorrow exist: only ȶɀʑ exists. Eternalism, on the other hand, claims 
ʰɏȉʰ�ʰɏȲ�ʜȉʦʰू�ʜʟȲʦȲɷʰ�ȉɷȬ�ɅʹʰʹʟȲ�Ȭʁ�Ȳ˗ɔʦʰे�ΤȲɷ�ʰɏȲʟȲউʦ�ʦʹȥʦʰȉɷʰɔˑȉɫɔʦɴू�
the theory that time exists as an absolute entity independent of the 
events that occur within it, such that if everything were to freeze – 
the planets paused in their orbits, the swallows motionless in their 
ɴɔɆʟȉʰɔʁɷ�ॹ�ʰɔɴȲ�ʦɏʁʹɫȬ�ɷȲˑȲʟʰɏȲɫȲʦʦ�ȦʁɷʰɔɷʹȲ�ʰʁ�ζʁ े˒�

�ɞɀɛɥ A photograph 

�ǥɯȓɀȶ ࣈ��ȲɆɔɷ�ȥ˘�ʦɔɴʜɫ˘�ȉʦɦɔɷɆ�ঈÂɏȉʰ�ɔʦ�ʰɔɴȲैউ�Τɔʦ�ʹʦʹȉɫɫ˘�ɆȲɷȲʟȉʰȲʦ�
ɴȉɷ˘�ȬɔΦȲʟȲɷʰ�ɔȬȲȉʦे�Èʁʹ�Ȧȉɷ�ɅʁȦʹʦ�˘ʁʹʟ�ʦʰʹȬȲɷʰʦউ�ʰɏɔɷɦɔɷɆ�ȥ˘�ȉʦɦɔɷɆू�
ঈ�ȉɷ�˘ʁʹ�ʦȲȲ�ɔʰैউू�ঈ�ȉɷ�˘ʁʹ�ɅȲȲɫ�ɔʰैউू�ʁʟ�ʰɏȲ�̍ʹȲʦʰɔʁɷ�ȥȲɫʁ˒ु

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣈ Was time invented or discovered?

 ॻ JɅ�ɔʰ�˒ȉʦ�ɔɷˑȲɷʰȲȬू�ȦʁʹɫȬ�ɔʰ�ɏȉˑȲ�ȥȲȲɷ�ɔɷˑȲɷʰȲȬ�ȬɔΦȲʟȲɷʰɫ˘ै�
 ॻ JɅ�ɔʰ�˒ȉʦ�ɔɷˑȲɷʰȲȬू�Ȧȉɷ�ɔʰ�ȥȲ�ȬɔʦʜʁʦȲȬ�ʁ̎ै�
 ॻ If it was discovered, how was it discovered?
 ॻ Is it possible to live without being 

aware of the existence of time? 
 ॻ �ȉɷ�ȲˑȲʟ˘ʰɏɔɷɆ�ȥȲ�ȦɫȉʦʦɔεȲȬ�ȉʦ�ȲɔʰɏȲʟ�

invented or discovered? 
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�ǥɯȓɀȶ ࣉ Show the class a photograph of anything you wish, from the 
berthed Titanic to your new cat. 

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣉ When you look at the photograph are you looking at 
the past? 

�ǥɯȓɀȶ ࣊ Present either or both of these arguments to the class –

The past is in the photograph, and the photograph is 
in the present, therefore the past is in the present.

My memories exist now, and the past is in my 
memories, therefore the past exists now. 

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣊ Is this correct?

�ǥɯȓɀȶ ࣋ Present the following argument to the class –

1. ΤȲ�ʜȉʦʰ�ɷʁ�ɫʁɷɆȲʟ�Ȳ˗ɔʦʰʦे

2. You cannot have what does not exist.

3. ΤȲʟȲɅʁʟȲू�˘ʁʹ�ɏȉˑȲ�ɷʁ�ʜȉʦʰे�

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣋ Is this correct?

 ॻ Does yesterday still exist?
 ॻ If the past does exist, where is it?
 ॻ If you made a promise yesterday, and yesterday no longer 

exists, does that mean the promise no longer exists? 
 ॻ If yesterday you wrote a novel, but yesterday no longer 

exists, does that mean you are not its author? 
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 ॻ If the past exists in our memories, would 
universal amnesia erase the past? 

 ॻ $ʁȲʦ�ʰɏȲ�ʜȉʦʰ�Ȳ˗ɔʦʰ�ɔɷ�ɔʰʦ�ȲΦȲȦʰʦै�$ʁȲʦ�
˘ȲʦʰȲʟȬȉ˘উʦ�ʦʰʁʟɴ�Ȳ˗ɔʦʰ�ȉʦ�ʰʁȬȉ˘উʦ�ζʁʁȬʦै

�ǥɯȓɀȶ ࣌ Present the following argument to the class –

1. ΤȲ�ɅʹʰʹʟȲ�ȬʁȲʦ�ɷʁʰ�˘Ȳʰ�Ȳ˗ɔʦʰे

2. You cannot have what does not exist.

3. ΤȲʟȲɅʁʟȲू�˘ʁʹ�ɏȉˑȲ�ɷʁ�ɅʹʰʹʟȲे�

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣌ Is this correct? 

 ॻ Does tomorrow exist?
 ॻ If the future does exist, where is it?
 ॻ If the future doesn’t exist, does this mean that 

a being like God who knew everything would 
not know what will happen to tomorrow? 

 ॻ Where does the future come from?

sɷȲ�ʁɅ�ʰɏȲ�ȥȲɷȲεʰʦ�ʁɅ�ʹʦɔɷɆ�ʰɏȲ�ȉȥʁˑȲ�Ʌʁʟɴȉʰ�ʰʁ�ʜʟȲʦȲɷʰ�ȉʟɆʹɴȲɷʰʦ�ɔʦ�ʰɏȉʰ�ɔʰ�
ɴȉɦȲʦ�ʰɏȲ�ȬɔΦȲʟȲɷʰ�ȦʁɴʜʁɷȲɷʰʦ�ʁɅ�ʰɏȲ�ȉʟɆʹɴȲɷʰ�ȦɫȲȉʟे�*˗ʜɫȉɔɷ�ʰʁ�ʰɏȲ�Ȧɫȉʦʦ�
that if they disagree with the conclusion, then they must disagree with either 
premise1 or premise 2. 

JɅ�˘ʁʹ�ʰɏɔɷɦ�˘ʁʹʟ�Ȧɫȉʦʦ�ɴȉ˘�ʦʰʟʹηɫȲ�˒ɔʰɏ�ʰɏɔʦ�Ʌʁʟɴȉʰू�˘ʁʹ�Ȧȉɷ�ȉɫʰȲʟɷȉʰɔˑȲɫ˘�
present the arguments to them as sentences e.g. ‘Since the past no longer 
exists, and you cannot have what does not exist, it follows that you have no 
past’.


