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Homework 
Project
I developed this for my students during the coronavirus lockdown, but 
ɔʰ�Ȧȉɷ�ȉɫʦʁ�ȥȲ�ʹʦȲȬ�ɴʁʟȲ�ɆȲɷȲʟȉɫɫ˘�ȉʦ�ȉ�ɏʁɴȲ˒ʁʟɦ�ʜʟʁɣȲȦʰे�ΤȲ�ʜʟʁɣȲȦʰू�
entitled ZɀɸɞȶǱʗ�ɯɀ�,ǈɞɯȎ, invites students to imagine themselves as 
ȉɫɔȲɷʦ�Ȳ˗ʜɫʁʟɔɷɆ�Ȳȉʟʰɏ�Ʌʁʟ�ʰɏȲ�εʟʦʰ�ʰɔɴȲे�

In many ways the philosopher experiences herself as an alien (or in the 
˒ʁʟȬʦ�ʁɅ�$ȉˑɔȬ�EʹɴȲू�ȉ�ঈʦʰʟȉɷɆȲ�ʹɷȦʁʹʰɏ�ɴʁɷʦʰȲʟউ३�ȉʦ�ʦʁɴȲʁɷȲ�˒ɏʁʦȲ�
mad compulsion to think estranges her from common sense and shared 
ȥȲɫɔȲɅे�ΤȲʟȲ�ɔʦू�ʰɏȲʟȲɅʁʟȲू�ȉ�ȬȲɆʟȲȲ�ʰʁ�˒ɏɔȦɏ�ʰɏɔʦ�ʜʟʁɣȲȦʰ�Ȧȉɷ�ʦȲʟˑȲ�
ȉʦ�ȉ�ʜʟɔɴȲʟ�ʁʟ�ȦʁɴʜɫȲɴȲɷʰ�ʰʁ�˘ʁʹʟ�ʦʰʹȬȲɷʰʦউ�ȥʟʁȉȬȲʟ�ʜɏɔɫʁʦʁʜɏɔȦȉɫ�
investigations. 

Jউɫɫ�ʁʹʰɫɔɷȲ�ʰɏȲ�ʦʰʟʹȦʰʹʟȲ�ȉɷȬ�ˑȉʟɔʁʹʦ�ʜʟʁɴʜʰʦे�<ȲȲɫ�ɅʟȲȲ�ʰʁ�ʰɔɷɦȲʟ�ȉɷȬ�
ȉȬȉʜʰे�ΤȲ�ʜʟȲȉɴȥɫȲ�ॹ

Êɀɸ՟ɞǱ�ǈǤɀɸɯ�ɯɀ�ǱȳǤǈɞȥ�ɀȶ�ǈ�ȢɀɸɞȶǱʗ�ɯɀ�ǈ�ǫȓɥʧǈȶɯ�ȅǈȪǈʖʗ�ʑȎǱɞǱ�ʗɀɸ�ʑȓȪȪ�ʐȓɥȓɯ�
a small and unassuming planet named earth. We know that there is life on 
ǱǈɞɯȎԬ�ÄǱ�Ȣɸɥɯ�ǫɀȶ՟ɯ�ȥȶɀʑ�ʑȎǈɯ�ȓɯ�ȓɥ�ȪȓȥǱԬ�Êɀɸɞ�ȳȓɥɥȓɀȶ�ȓɥ�ɯɀ�ǱʖɛȪɀɞǱ�ɯȎȓɥ�ȄɀɞǱȓȅȶ�
ɛȪǈȶǱɯ�ǈȶǫ�ɞǱǥɀɞǫ�ʗɀɸɞ�̇ȶǫȓȶȅɥԬ�̨ȓɥ�ʑȓȪȪ�ǤǱ�ɀɸɞ�̇ɞɥɯ�ǥɀȶʧǈǥɯ�ʑȓɯȎ�ɯȎǱɥǱ�ǈȪȓǱȶ�
ȪȓȄǱՒȄɀɞȳɥ�ɥɀ�ʑǱ�ǈɞǱ�ǱǈȅǱɞ�Ȅɀɞ�ʗɀɸɞ�ɀǤɥǱɞʐǈɯȓɀȶɥԬ�ÄǱ�ʑǈȶɯ�ɯɀ�ɸȶǫǱɞɥʧǈȶǫ�
Ȏɀʑ�ɯȎǱʗ�ȪȓʐǱ�ǈȶǫ�ǤǱȎǈʐǱԬ�ÄǱ�ʑǈȶɯ�ǈȶ�ȓȶɥȓȅȎɯ�ȓȶɯɀ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�ȳȓȶǫɥԧ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�ǤɀǫȓǱɥ�
ǈȶǫ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�ǈǥɯȓɀȶɥԬ�Êɀɸ�ȳǈʗ�ɀȶȪʗ�ȎǈʐǱ�ɯȎǱ�ɀɛɛɀɞɯɸȶȓɯʗ�ɯɀ�ǱʖɛȪɀɞǱ�ǈ�ȎɀɸɥǱԧ�
ɀɞ�ȅǈɞǫǱȶԧ�ɀɞ�ɥɯɞǱǱɯ�Ր�ɯȎǈɯ՟ɥ�ȅɀɀǫ�ǱȶɀɸȅȎԬ��ɯ�ɯȎȓɥ�ɥʧǈȅǱ�ʑǱ�ɀȶȪʗ�ȶǱǱǫ�ǈ�ɥȳǈȪȪ�
sample size.

(a) �ʟȲɫɔɴɔɷȉʟ˘��ʰȉɆȲ

Experiments in alien thinking –
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̨ȓɥ�ɛɞɀȢǱǥɯ�ʑȓȪȪ�ɞǱɝɸȓɞǱ�ʗɀɸ�ɯɀ�Ȫɀɀȥ�ǈɯ�ʗɀɸɞ�ʦǈȳȓȪȓǈɞ�ɥɸɞɞɀɸȶǫȓȶȅɥ�ȓȶ�ǈ�ȶǱʑ�
ʑǈʗԬ�̨Ǳ�ǈȓȳ�ȓɥ�ɯɀ�ɯɞʗ�ɯɀ�ɥǱǱ�ȓɯ�ǈɥ�ɯȎɀɸȅȎ�ʗɀɸ�ʑǱɞǱ�ɥǱǱȓȶȅ�ȓɯ�Ȅɀɞ�ɯȎǱ�̇ɞɥɯ�ɯȓȳǱԧ�
ǈɥ�ɯȎɀɸȅȎ�ʗɀɸ�ǥǈȳǱ�Ȅɞɀȳ�ɀɸɯǱɞ�ɥɛǈǥǱԬ�¤ɀ�ȎǱȪɛ�ʗɀɸ�ȳǱȶʧǈȪȪʗ�ɛɞǱɛǈɞǱ�Ȅɀɞ�ɯȎȓɥ�
ɥɯɞǈȶȅǱ�ǱʖɛȪɀɞǈɯȓɀȶ�ɀȄ�ʗɀɸɞ�ǱȶʐȓɞɀȶȳǱȶʧԧ�ʑɀɞȥ�ɯȎɞɀɸȅȎ�ɯȎǱ�ǱʖɛǱɞȓȳǱȶɯɥ�ǈȶǫ�
ǱʖǱɞǥȓɥǱɥ�ǤǱȪɀʑԬ

 ȎɀɀɥǱ�ǈɯ�ȪǱǈɥɯ�̇ʐǱ�ɀȄ�ɯȎǱɥǱԬ��̼Ǳɞ�ǥɀȶǫɸǥɯȓȶȅ�ǈȶ�ǱʖɛǱɞȓȳǱȶʧԧ�ȶɀɯǱ�ǫɀʑȶ�ʗɀɸɞ�
̇ȶǫȓȶȅɥԬ�

1. ^ʁʁɦ�Ȭʁ˒ɷ�ȉʰ�ʰɏȲ�ʦɦ˘ु�^ɔȲ�ʁɷ�ʰɏȲ�ɆʟʁʹɷȬ�ȉɷȬ�ɔɴȉɆɔɷȲ�ʰɏȉʰ�
the sky is beneath you. Imagine that your body is stuck to the 
ground and that you are looking down at the passing clouds 
ȉɷȬ�ȲɷȬɫȲʦʦ�ȥɫʹȲे�२ΤȲ�ɔɷȬʁʁʟ�ˑȲʟʦɔʁɷु��ɫɔȲ�ʁɷ�ʰɏȲ�ζʁʁʟ�ȉɷȬ�ɫʁʁɦ�
down at the ceiling.)

2. ©ʜ�ȉɷȬ�Ȭʁ˒ɷु�In your head try to count up to 10 and down 
from 10 at the same time.

3. ¢ʁʹȦɏ�ȉɷȬ�¢ʁʹȦɏȲȬु�Âɔʰɏ�ʰɏȲ�εɷɆȲʟʦ�ʁɅ�ʁɷȲ�ɏȉɷȬ�ʦʰʟʁɦȲ�ʰɏȲ�
palm of the other. Try to notice the two separate sensations of 
touching and being touched. What do you feel? One sensation 
or two?

4. �ȲȦʁɴȲ�ɔɷˑɔʦɔȥɫȲु�Jɷˑɔʦɔȥɔɫɔʰ˘�ɔʦ�Ȳȉʦ˘�ʰʁ�ȉȦɏɔȲˑȲे�Jʰ�ʁɷɫ˘�ʟȲ̍ʹɔʟȲʦ�
ȬȉʟɦɷȲʦʦे�¢ʁ�Ʌʹɫɫ˘�Ȳ˗ʜȲʟɔȲɷȦȲ�˘ʁʹʟ�ɔɷˑɔʦɔȥɔɫɔʰ ू̆�εɷȬ�ȉ�ˑȲʟ˘�Ȭȉʟɦ�
place, a cupboard for instance (you may need to do this at 
ɷɔɆɏʰ३े��ɫɔɴȥ�ɔɷʰʁ�ʰɏȲ�Ȭȉʟɦ�ʜɫȉȦȲ�ȉɷȬ�ʰȉɦȲ�ȉ�ɏȉɷȬॼɴɔʟʟʁʟ�˒ɔʰɏ�
you. Hold the mirror up to your face and look at the blackness 
before you. Keep looking until you start to feel that you are 
looking at yourself, that you have become the darkness. 

5. *ɷʰȲʟ�ʰɏȲ�ɴɔʟʟʁʟु�^ʁʁɦ�ȉʰ�˘ʁʹʟʦȲɫɅ�ɔɷ�ʰɏȲ�ɴɔʟʟʁʟ�ȉɷȬ�ɔɴȉɆɔɷȲ�
ʰɏȉʰ�˘ʁʹ�ȉʟȲ�ʰɏȲ�ʟȲζȲȦʰɔʁɷे�Èʁʹ�ȉʟȲ�ʰɏȲ�ʁɷȲ�ɔɷʦɔȬȲ�ʰɏȲ�ɴɔʟʟʁʟे�
ΤȲ�ʟȲȉɫ�˘ʁʹ�ɔʦ�ʁɷ�ʰɏȲ�ʁʰɏȲʟ�ʦɔȬȲ�ɫʁʁɦɔɷɆ�ȉʰ�˘ʁʹे�

6. �ʰȉɷȬ�ʁˑȲʟ�ȉɷ�ȉȥ˘ʦʦु�Imagine that your household is suspended 
ʁˑȲʟ�ȉ�ɴȉʦʦɔˑȲ�ȉȥ˘ʦʦे�Xʹʦʰ�ȥȲɷȲȉʰɏ�ʰɏȲ�ζʁʁʟȥʁȉʟȬʦ�ɔʦ�ȉ�ȥʁʰʰʁɴॼ
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20. $ʟȲȉɴ�˒ɏɔɫȲ�ȉ˒ȉɦȲु�$ʟȲȉɴʦ�ȉʟȲ�ʰɏȲ�ȲΦʁʟʰɫȲʦʦ�ɅʟȲȲॼζʁ˒ɔɷɆ�ʦʰʹΦ�
ʁɅ�ʰɏȲ�ʹɷɔɷʰȲʟʟʹʜʰȲȬ�ɴɔɷȬे�ÂȲ�Ȭʁɷউʰ�ɴȉɦȲ�ȬʟȲȉɴʦू�˒Ȳ�ɏȉˑȲ�
ʰɏȲɴे�ΤȲ˘�ȉʟȲ�Ȳ˗ʜȲʟɔȲɷȦȲʦ�ʰɏȉʰ�ɏȉʜʜȲɷ�ʰʁ�ʹʦ�˒ɏȲɷ�˒Ȳ�ʟȲɫȉ˗�ʁʹʟ�
control of the mind and let it do its own thing.  
¢ʟ˘�ʰʁ�ȉȦɏɔȲˑȲ�ʰɏɔʦ�ȲΦʁʟʰɫȲʦʦ�ʦʰȉʰȲ�ʁɅ�ɔɴȉɆɔɷȉʰɔˑȲ�ɅʟȲȲȬʁɴ�˒ɏɔɫȲ�
awake. Close your eyes and imagine a sycamore seed spinning 
towards the ground from a great height. From this image let 
your mind wander, not guiding it in any particular direction, 
but allowing any manner of strange image to arise and evolve. 
Try to have a waking dream.

<ʁʟ�ȉʰ�ɫȲȉʦʰ�εˑȲ�ʁɅ�ʰɏȲʦȲ�Ȳ˗ȲʟȦɔʦȲʦ�ʦʰʹȬȲɷʰʦ�ȉʟȲ�ȉʦɦȲȬ�ʰʁ�ʟȲȦʁʟȬ�ʰɏȲ�
ʟȲʦʹɫʰʦ�ɔेȲे�ʰʁ�ȉɷʦ˒Ȳʟ�ʰɏȲ�Ʌʁɫɫʁ˒ɔɷɆ�̍ʹȲʦʰɔʁɷʦु

 ɀɸȪǫ�ʗɀɸ�ǫɀ�ȓɯԭ�ÊǱɥ�Բ�lɀԬ

 ॻ JɅ�˘ʁʹ�ȦʁʹɫȬɷউʰ�Ȭʁ�ɔʰू�ʦȉ˘�˒ɏ˘�˘ʁʹ�ʰɏɔɷɦ�ʰɏɔʦ�˒ȉʦे�
 ॻ If you could do it, describe what it was like.

२ȥ३�Eʁɴʁ�ʦȉʜɔȲɷʦ

Students are asked to investigate three behavioural oddities of Homo 
ʦȉʜɔȲɷʦे�Τɔʦ�ɔɷˑʁɫˑȲʦ�ȬȲʦȦʟɔȥɔɷɆ�ʰɏȲ�̍ʹɔʟɦʦू�ȬʁȦʹɴȲɷʰɔɷɆ�˒ɏ˘�ʰɏȲ�
ȲȉʟʰɏɫɔɷɆʦ�ʰɏɔɷɦ�ʰɏȲ˘�Ȭʁ�ʰɏȲɴू�ȉɷȬ�ʰɏȲɷ�ʁΦȲʟɔɷɆ�ʰɏȲɔʟ�ʁ˒ɷ�ȉɷȉɫ˘ʦȲʦ�
and understanding of these behaviours –

lɀʑ�ʗɀɸ՟ʐǱ�ȪǈȶǫǱǫԧ�ȓɯ՟ɥ�ɯȓȳǱ�ɯɀ�ǱʖɛȪɀɞǱ�ʗɀɸɞ�ȄɀɞǱȓȅȶ�ɥɸɞɞɀɸȶǫȓȶȅɥԬ�`Ǳɯ՟ɥ�ɥʧǈɞɯ�
ʑȓɯȎ�ɯȎǱ�ǈȪȓǱȶ�ȓȶȎǈǤȓʧǈȶɯɥԬ�¤ɀ�ȎǱȪɛ�ʗɀɸ�ǤȪǱȶǫ�ȓȶ�ʑǱ՟ʐǱ�ȅȓʐǱȶ�ʗɀɸ�ɯȎǱ�Ǥɀǫʗ�ɀȄ�
ɯȎǱ�ȳɀɥɯ�ɛɀɛɸȪɀɸɥ�ǈȶǫ�ɥǱǱȳȓȶȅȪʗ�ǫɀȳȓȶǈȶɯ�ɥɛǱǥȓǱɥԧ�ȥȶɀʑȶ�ǈɥ�Gɀȳɀ�ɥǈɛȓǱȶɥԬ�
̨Ǳʗ՟ȪȪ�ǤǱ�ʗɀɸɞ�̇ɞɥɯ�ɀǤȢǱǥɯ�ɀȄ�ɥɯɸǫʗԬ��

�ʗ�ɀǤɥǱɞʐȓȶȅ�ɯȎǱ�ǈȪȓǱȶɥ�ʑǱ՟ʐǱ�ȎɀɸɥǱǫ�ʗɀɸ�ʑȓɯȎԧ�ɯɞʗ�ɯɀ�ȶɀɯȓǥǱ�ɯȎɞǱǱ�ɯȎȓȶȅɥ�ɯȎǱʗ�
ǫɀ�ʑȎȓǥȎ�ʗɀɸ�̇ȶǫ�ȅǱȶɸȓȶǱȪʗ�ɛɸʡʡȪȓȶȅԬ�̨ȓɥ�ȳȓȅȎɯ�ǤǱ�ɥɀȳǱɯȎȓȶȅ�ǈɥ�ɀɞǫȓȶǈɞʗ�
ǈɥ�ʑǈɯǥȎȓȶȅ�¤Ã�ɀɞ�ȪǈɸȅȎȓȶȅ�ɀɞ�ɥȪǱǱɛȓȶȅ�ɀɞ�ɥȓȶȅȓȶȅ�ɀɞ�ǥɞʗȓȶȅ�ɀɞ�ʧǈȪȥȓȶȅ�ɀɞ�
ɞǈȓɥȓȶȅ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�ʐɀȓǥǱɥ�ɀɞ�ɥȳȓȪȓȶȅԬ�uɞ�ȓɯ�ȳȓȅȎɯ�ǤǱ�ɥɛǱǥȓ̇ǥ�ɯɀ�ɯȎǱ�ȓȶǫȓʐȓǫɸǈȪ�ʗɀɸ՟ɞǱ�
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ɀǤɥǱɞʐȓȶȅԧ�ǈ�ǥɸɞȓɀɸɥ�ȎǈǤȓʧԧ�ȪȓȥǱ�Ǥȓɯȓȶȅ�ɀȶǱ՟ɥ�ȶǈȓȪɥԬ��ǱɞȎǈɛɥ�ȓɯ՟ɥ�ɥɀȳǱɯȎȓȶȅ�ɯȎǱ�
ǈȪȓǱȶɥ�ǫɀ�ɯɀȅǱɯȎǱɞԧ�ȪȓȥǱ�Ǳǈɯȓȶȅ�ɀɛɛɀɥȓɯǱ�ǱǈǥȎ�ɀɯȎǱɞ�ɀȶ�ǈ�ɞǈȓɥǱǫ�ɥɸɞʦǈǥǱ�ɯȎǱʗ�ǥǈȪȪ�
ǈ�ʧǈǤȪǱԧ�ɀɞ�ǫǈȶǥȓȶȅԧ�ɀɞ�ɛɞǱɯǱȶǫȓȶȅ�ɯɀ�ȅɸȶ�ǱǈǥȎ�ɀɯȎǱɞ�ǫɀʑȶ�ȓȶ�ʐȓǫǱɀ�ȅǈȳǱɥԬ

�ɥȥ�ɯȎǱ�ǈȪȓǱȶɥ�ɯȎǱȳɥǱȪʐǱɥ�ʑȎʗ�ɯȎǱʗ�ǫɀ�ȓʧԧ�ɯȎǱȶ�ǥɀȶǫɸǥɯ�ʗɀɸɞ�ɀʑȶ�ǈȶǈȪʗɥȓɥ�ǈȶǫ�
ǈɞɞȓʐǱ�ǈɯ�ʗɀɸɞ�ɀʑȶ�ǥɀȶǥȪɸɥȓɀȶɥ�ǈɥ�ɯɀ�ʑȎʗ�ʗɀɸ�ɯȎȓȶȥ�ɯȎǱʗ�ǫɀ�ȓɯ�Յǈ̼Ǳɞ�ǈȪȪԧ�ɯȎǱʗ�
ȳǈʗ�ȶɀɯ�ȄɸȪȪʗ�ɸȶǫǱɞɥʧǈȶǫ�ʑȎʗ�ɯȎǱʗ�ǫɀ�ɯȎǱ�ɯȎȓȶȅɥ�ɯȎǱʗ�ǫɀՆԬ�

२Ȧ३�=ȲɷȬȲʟ

�ʰʹȬȲɷʰʦ�ȉʟȲ�ȉʦɦȲȬ�ʰʁ�ȬȲʦȦʟɔȥȲ�ʰ˒ʁ�ɆȲɷȬȲʟ�ȬɔΦȲʟȲɷȦȲʦ�ʰɏȲ˘উˑȲ�ʁȥʦȲʟˑȲȬ�
ȉɷȬू�ȉʦ�ȉȥʁˑȲू�ȬʁȦʹɴȲɷʰ�ʰɏȲ�ȲȉʟʰɏɫɔɷɆʦউ�Ȳ˗ʜɫȉɷȉʰɔʁɷʦू�ȉʦ�˒Ȳɫɫ�ȉʦ�ʰɏȲɔʟ�
own analyses –

LȶɯǱȪȪȓȅǱȶǥǱ�ȅǈɯȎǱɞǱǫ�ȓȶǫȓǥǈɯǱɥ�ɯȎǈɯ�Gɀȳɀ�ɥǈɛȓǱȶɥ�ɀ̼Ǳȶ�ǫȓʐȓǫǱ�ɯȎǱȳɥǱȪʐǱɥ�ȓȶɯɀ�
ɥǱɛǈɞǈɯǱ�ȅǱȶǫǱɞɥԬ�̨ȓɥ�ȓɥ�ɥȎɀʑȶ�ɯȎɞɀɸȅȎ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�ɛɞǱɥǱȶʧǈɯȓɀȶ�ǈȶǫ�ǤǱȎǈʐȓɀɸɞԬ�
>ɀɞ�ȓȶɥʧǈȶǥǱԧ�ɯȎɀɥǱ�ȥȶɀʑȶ�ǈɥ�՞ȄǱȳǈȪǱ՟�ǈɞǱ�ȳɀɞǱ�ȪȓȥǱȪʗ�ɯɀ�ȎǈʐǱ�ȪɀȶȅǱɞ�Ȏǈȓɞ�ɯȎǈȶ�
ɯȎɀɥǱ�ǥǈȪȪǱǫ�՞ȳǈȪǱ՟Ԭ�̨Ǳ�՞ȄǱȳǈȪǱɥ՟�ǈɞǱ�ǈȪɥɀ�ȳɀɞǱ�ȪȓȥǱȪʗ�ɯɀ�ɛǈȓȶɯ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�ʦǈǥǱɥ�ǱʐǱɞʗ�
ȳɀɞȶȓȶȅԧ�ǈȶǫ�ɯȎǱ�՞ȳǈȪǱɥ՟�ǈɞǱ�ȳɀɞǱ�ȪȓȥǱȪʗ�ɯɀ�Ȏǈȶȅ�Ǥȓɯɥ�ɀȄ�ʦǈǤɞȓǥ�ǈɞɀɸȶǫ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�
ȶǱǥȥɥ�ՅʑǱ�ɸȶǫǱɞɥʧǈȶǫ�ɯȎǱɥǱ�ǈɞǱ�ǥǈȪȪǱǫ�՞ɯȓǱɥ՟ՆԬ�

�ȪǱǈɥǱ�ɀǤɥǱɞʐǱ�ǈȶǫ�ǈȶǈȪʗɥǱ�ǈȶʗ�ȅǱȶǫǱɞ�ǫȓ̮ǱɞǱȶǥǱɥ�ʗɀɸ�ȶɀɯȓǥǱ�ǈȳɀȶȅ�ɯȎǱ�
earthlings in your household.

२Ȭ३�Èʁʹʟ�ɷȲ˒�ȉɫɔȲɷ�ȥʁȬ˘

̨ȓɥ�ȓɥ�ɛɀɥɥȓǤȪʗ�ɯȎǱ�ɥɯɞǈȶȅǱɥɯ�ɛǈɞɯ�ɀȄ�ʗɀɸɞ�ȢɀɸɞȶǱʗԬ�ÄǱ�ȎǈʐǱ�ɞǱɛȪǈǥǱǫ�ʗɀɸɞ�
ȶɀɞȳǈȪ�Ǥɀǫʗԧ�ɯȎǱ�Ǥɀǫʗ�ʗɀɸ՟ʐǱ�Ȏǈǫ�ʗɀɸɞ�ǱȶɯȓɞǱ�ȪȓȄǱԧ�ʑȓɯȎ�ǈ�Ȏɸȳǈȶ�ǤɀǫʗԬ�̨ȓɥ�ȓɥ�
ɯɀ�ȎǱȪɛ�ʗɀɸ�ȄɸȪȪʗ�ǱʖɛǱɞȓǱȶǥǱ�Ȏɀʑ�ɯȎǱɥǱ�ǈȪȓǱȶɥ�ǱʖɛǱɞȓǱȶǥǱ�ɯȎǱ�ʑɀɞȪǫԬ��ȪǱǈɥǱ�ʧǈȥǱ�
ɯȎǱ�ɀɛɛɀɞɯɸȶȓɯʗ�ɯɀ�ǱʖɛȪɀɞǱ�ʗɀɸɞ�ȶǱʑ�ȓȶǥǈɞȶǈɯȓɀȶԧ�ǈȶǫ�ɛȪǱǈɥǱ�ǱȶȪȓȅȎɯǱȶ�ɸɥ�ɀȶ�
the following: 

Jason
40 imaginative philosophy lessons, the complete lockdown project and other versatile ideas can all be found in “Thinking Beans: A Year of Classroom Philosophy Lessons”, price £11.99 or five copies for £50 at www.thephilosophyman.com/shop 
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lɀʑ�ɥǱǈɞǥȎ�ɯȎǱ�ȎɀɸɥǱȎɀȪǫ�ǈȶǫ�Ȫɀɀȥ�Ȅɀɞ�ȓɯǱȳɥ�ʑȎɀɥǱ�ɛɸɞɛɀɥǱ�ʗɀɸ�Ȣɸɥɯ�ǫɀȶ՟ɯ�
ɸȶǫǱɞɥʧǈȶǫ�ǱԬȅԬ�ȳȓɞɞɀɞɥ�Ȏǈȶȅȓȶȅ�ȓȶ�ʐǈɞȓɀɸɥ�ɛȪǈǥǱɥ�ՅʑȎʗ�ǫɀ�Ȏɸȳǈȶɥ�ǥɀȶɥʧǈȶɯȪʗ�
ʑǈȶɯ�ɯɀ�ɥǱǱ�ɞǱ̈ǱǥɯȓɀȶɥԭՆԧ�ɀɞ�ɛǈȓȶɯȓȶȅɥ�ՅʑȎʗ�ǫɀ�Ȏɸȳǈȶɥ�ȄɞǈȳǱ�ǈȶǫ�Ȏǈȶȅ�
ǈɞɞǈȶȅǱȳǱȶɯɥ�ɀȄ�ǥɀȪɀɸɞ�ǈȶǫ�ɥȎǈɛǱԭՆԧ�ɀɞ�ǤǱǫɥ�ՅʑȎʗ�ǫɀ�ɯȎǱʗ�ɥȪǱǱɛ�ɀȶ�ɞǈȓɥǱǫ�
ɥɸɞʦǈǥǱɥ�ɥɸɥɛǱȶǫǱǫ�ǈǤɀʐǱ�ɯȎǱ�̈ɀɀɞԭՆԧ�ɀɞ�ǥɸɯȪǱɞʗ�ՅʑȎʗ�ǫɀȶ՟ɯ�ɯȎǱʗ�ɸɥǱ�ɯȎǱȓɞ�
Ȏǈȶǫɥԧ�ʑȎȓǥȎ�ǈɞǱ�ɯȎǱȳɥǱȪʐǱɥ�ɥɸǥȎ�ȳǈɞʐǱȪȪɀɸɥ�ȓȶɥɯɞɸȳǱȶɯɥԭՆԧ�ɀɞ�ȎɀɸɥǱɛȪǈȶɯɥ�
ՅʑȎʗ�ǫɀ�ɯȎǱʗ�Ǥɞȓȶȅ�ɯȎǱ�ɀɸɯɥȓǫǱ�ȓȶԭՆԧ�ɀɞ�ɛǱɯɥ�ՅʑȎʗ�ǫɀ�ɯȎǱʗ�ȪȓʐǱ�ʑȓɯȎ�ǫǱɛǱȶǫǱȶɯ�
ǈȶȓȳǈȪɥԭՆԧ�ǈȶǫ�ɥɀ�ɀȶԬ�

>ȓȶǈȪȪʗԧ�ɥǱǈɞǥȎ�ʗɀɸɞ�ȎɀɸɥǱȎɀȪǫ�ǈȶǫ�ʧǈȥǱ�ǈȶ�ȓȶʐǱȶɯɀɞʗ�ɀȄ�ɯȎǱ�ȄɀȪȪɀʑȓȶȅ�Ԧ

 ॻ �ɯɞǈȶȅǱɥɯ�ɀǤȢǱǥɯ

 ॻ «ȅȪȓǱɥɯ�ɀǤȢǱǥɯ

 ॻ iɀɥɯ�ǤǱǈɸɯȓȄɸȪ�ɀǤȢǱǥɯ

 ॻ iɀɥɯ�ȓȶȅǱȶȓɀɸɥ�ɀǤȢǱǥɯ

 ॻ �ɯɸɛȓǫǱɥɯ�ɀǤȢǱǥɯ

२̎३��ʁɷȦɫʹʦɔʁɷ

�ʰʹȬȲɷʰʦ�ȉʟȲ�ȉʦɦȲȬ�ʰʁ�ʁΦȲʟ�ȉɷ�ʁˑȲʟˑɔȲ˒�ʁɅ�ʰɏȲɔʟ�ɔɴʜʟȲʦʦɔʁɷʦ�ʁɅ�Ȳȉʟʰɏ�
ȉɷȬ�ɔʰʦ�ɏʹɴȉɷ�ɔɷɏȉȥɔʰȉɷʰʦे�ΤȲ˘�ȉʟȲ�ȉʦɦȲȬ�ʰʁ�ʟȲȦʁɴɴȲɷȬ�ȉ�ȦʁʹʟʦȲ�ʁɅ�
action regarding the future relationship with earth: ignore it, learn 
Ʌʟʁɴ�ɔʰ�ʁʟ�Ȧʁɷ̍ʹȲʟ�ɔʰे�
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Purpose
Topic Aristotle wrote that when an eye loses its sight it is no longer 
ȉɷ�Ȳ˘Ȳे�Τɔʦ�ȦʁɴɴȲɷʰ�ɔɷˑɔʰȲʦ�ʰ˒ʁ�ȦʁɷζɔȦʰɔɷɆ�ˑɔȲ˒ʦे�sɷ�ʰɏȲ�ʁɷȲ�ɏȉɷȬू�
ʰɏȉʰ�ʁȥɣȲȦʰʦ�ȉʟȲ�ȬȲεɷȲȬ�ȥ˘�ʰɏȲɔʟ�ʹʦȲʦे��ɷȬ�ʁɷ�ʰɏȲ�ʁʰɏȲʟू�ʰɏȉʰ�ʰɏȲ˘�ȉʟȲ�
ȬȲεɷȲȬ�ȥ˘�ʰɏȲɔʟ�ʜʹʟʜʁʦȲʦे��ȦȦʁʟȬɔɷɆ�ʰʁ�ʰɏȲ�εʟʦʰ�ˑɔȲ˒�ȉɷ�ʁȥɣȲȦʰ�ɔʦ�
ȬȲεɷȲȬ�ȥ˘�˒ɏȉʰ�ɔʰ�Ȧȉɷ�Ȭʁू�ȉɷȬ�ʰʁ�ʰɏȲ�ʦȲȦʁɷȬ�ȥ˘�˒ɏȉʰ�ɔʰ�ɔʦ�Ʌʁʟे�Τȉʰ�ɔʦ�ʰʁ�
ʦȉ ू̆�ɔʰʦ�ɷȉʰʹʟȲ�ɔʦ�ȲɔʰɏȲʟ�ȦɏȉɷɆɔɷɆ�ȉɷȬ�ȦʁɷʰɔɷɆȲɷʰ�ʁʟ�ε˗ȲȬ�ȉɷȬ�ɔɷɆʟȉɔɷȲȬे��

Props A fork, for illustrative purposes

Action ࣈ Tell a story of three Chinese explorers who travelled to Italy 
in the 15th century and encountered a new and unfamiliar object: 
ʦʁɴȲʰɏɔɷɆ�ʰɏȲ�Jʰȉɫɔȉɷʦ�Ȧȉɫɫ�ʹɷȉ�ɅʁʟȦɏȲʰʰȉे�ΤȲ�ʰɏʟȲȲ�Ȳ˗ʜɫʁʟȲʟʦ�ʜʹˢˢɫȲȬ�
ʁˑȲʟ�˒ɏȉʰ�ɔʰ�ɴɔɆɏʰ�ȥȲे�ΤȲ�εʟʦʰ�ʦʜȲȦʹɫȉʰȲȬ�ʰɏȉʰ�ɔʰ�˒ȉʦ�ȉ�ȥȉȦɦ�ʦȦʟȉʰȦɏȲʟू�
ʰɏȲ�ʦȲȦʁɷȬ�ȉ�ɏȉɔʟȥʟʹʦɏ�२ʁʟ�ঈȬɔɷɆɫȲɏʁʜʜȲʟউ�ʰʁ�ȉεȦɔʁɷȉȬʁʦ�ʁɅ�̨Ǳ�`ȓɯɯȪǱ�
Mermaid), while the third believed it was a tool for eating with. 

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣈ Which explorer was right? 

 ॻ When it is being used as a hairbrush, 
does it become a hairbrush?

 ॻ Is it many things or just one thing?
 ॻ Is it always a fork (a thing for eating 

with) no matter how it is used?
 ॻ If it becomes the thing it is being used as, 
˒ɏȉʰ�ɔʦ�ɔʰ�˒ɏȲɷ�ɔʰউʦ�ɷʁʰ�ȥȲɔɷɆ�ʹʦȲȬै

 ॻ If one of the explorers is using one of the objects as a 
hairbrush while another explorer is using another one to 
ʦȦʟȉʰȦɏ�ɏɔʦ�ȥȉȦɦ�˒ɔʰɏू�ȉʟȲ�ʰɏȲ˘�ɏʁɫȬɔɷɆ�ȬɔΦȲʟȲɷʰ�ʁȥɣȲȦʰʦै�
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<ȲȲɫ�ɅʟȲȲ�ʰʁ�ʹʦȲ�ȬɔΦȲʟȲɷʰ�ʁȥɣȲȦʰʦ�ɔɷ�ʰɏȲ�ʦʰʁʟ े̆��ɷ˘ʰɏɔɷɆ�˒ɔɫɫ�Ȭʁे�Èʁʹ�ȦʁʹɫȬ�
even present an uncommon kitchen utensil and ask the class to guess what 
ɔʰ�ɴɔɆɏʰ�ȥȲे�ΤȲ�ʜɏɔɫʁʦʁʜɏɔȦȉɫ�ʜʁɔɷʰ�˘ʁ উ́ʟȲ�ȉȬȬʟȲʦʦɔɷɆ�ɔʦ�˒ɏȲʰɏȲʟ�ȉ�ʰɏɔɷɆউʦ�
nature and identity is determined by how it is used or by something else 
ȲɷʰɔʟȲɫ˘ौ�ʰɏȲ�ɔɷʰȲɷʰɔʁɷʦ�ʁɅ�ɔʰʦ�ɴȉɦȲʟू�Ʌʁʟ�ɔɷʦʰȉɷȦȲे�ΤȲʟȲ�ȉʟȲ�ɔɴʜɫɔȦȉʰɔʁɷʦ�
Ʌʁʟ�ȥʁʰɏ�ˑɔȲ˒ʦ�ȉɷȬ�ʰɏȲ�̍ʹȲʦʰɔʁɷʦ�ȥȲɫʁ˒�ȉȬȬʟȲʦʦ�ȲȉȦɏे�ûʹȲʦʰɔʁɷࢿ��ɔʦ�ʰȉɔɫʁʟȲȬ�
for those who answer that all three explorers were right and that use 
ȬʁȲʦ�ȬȲʰȲʟɴɔɷȲ�ɷȉʰʹʟȲू�˒ɏɔɫȲ�ûʹȲʦʰɔʁɷࣀ��ɔʦ�Ʌʁʟ�ʰɏʁʦȲ�˒ɏʁ�ȥȲɫɔȲˑȲ�ʰɏȉʰ�ʰɏȲ�
ɔɷʰȲɷʰɔʁɷʦ�ʁɅ�ȉ�ʰɏɔɷɆউʦ�ɴȉɦȲʟू�ʰɏȲ�ʜʹʟʜʁʦȲ�ɔʰ�ɔʦ�ɴȉȬȲ�ʰʁ�Ʌʹɫεɫू�ȬȲʰȲʟɴɔɷȲʦ�ɔʰʦ�
intrinsic nature.

Action ࣉ��ʦɦ�Ʌʁʟ�ʰ˒ʁ�ˑʁɫʹɷʰȲȲʟʦ�ʰʁ�ʟʁɫȲॼʜɫȉ े̆�sɷȲ�ȦɏɔɫȬ�२ʖ) is in the 
ʜȉʟɦ�ʁɷ�ȉɫɫॼɅʁʹʟʦ�ɫʁʁɦɔɷɆ�Ʌʁʟ�˒ʁʟɴʦ�२ȉ�ȥʹȬȬɔɷɆ�ȲɷʰʁɴʁɫʁɆɔʦʰ३े�ΤȲ�
ʁʰɏȲʟ�ȦɏɔɫȬ�ɔʦ�ȉ�ȥɫɔɷȬ�ʜȲʟʦʁɷ�ʁʹʰ�Ʌʁʟ�ȉ�˒ȉɫɦे�ΤȲ�ȥɫɔɷȬ�ʜȲʟʦʁɷ�ȥȲȦʁɴȲʦ�
tired and wishes to rest. Mistaking the entomologist for a bench, he 
sits on her. 

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣉ Is ʖ a bench?

 ॻ When being used as a bench, does ʖ become a bench?
 ॻ When being used as a bench, is ʖ still a human?
 ॻ Is ʖ both a human and a bench?
 ॻ Can only ʖ tell us what she is? 
 ॻ If ʖ consented to being used as a bench, 

would she then be a bench?

Action ࣊ Tell the story of a lazy couple who hated washing up. So 
contemptuous were they of the chore, they decided to have a child 
just so they could raise it to wash the dishes. Since their surname was 
Washer, they naturally named the child Dish, and from her earliest 
˘Ȳȉʟʦ�$ɔʦɏ�˒ȉʦ�ʰʟȉɔɷȲȬ�ʰʁ�˒ȉʦɏ�ʹʜे�Τȉʰউʦ�ȉɫɫ�ʦɏȲ�ȲˑȲʟ�ȬɔȬे��ɏȲ�ʦʰʁʁȬ�ȉʰ�
ʰɏȲ�ʦɔɷɦ�ʦȦʟʹȥȥɔɷɆ�ȉɷȬ�˒ɔʜɔɷɆे��δȲʟ�ȉɫɫू�ʰɏȉʰউʦ�˒ɏȉʰ�ʦɏȲ�˒ȉʦ�ɴȉȬȲ�Ʌʁʟे�

 ॻ ðɸǱɥɯȓɀȶ ࣊ Is Dish Washer a dish washer?

 ॻ Is Dish Washer the creation of her parents?
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 ॻ Âɏʁ�ɔʦ�$ɔʦɏ�ÂȉʦɏȲʟউʦ�ȦʟȲȉʰʁʟै�
 ॻ Does Dish Washer have a purpose? 
 ॻ Do your parents determine your purpose? 
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