The Fairest Teacher of Them All
Albert worked in the city, earning good money.
But as he walked from his first-class train compartment to work, he
noticed there were people in London who had very little money at all,
because they were sitting on the streets asking him for some of his.
Sometimes he felt guilty about having so much when they had so little.
So he sometimes gave them a few coins.
Albert’s job was to invest the money of rich customers to help make
them even richer. S ometimes he felt it was unfair that they were
incredibly rich when he was just comfortable.
So he sometimes overcharged them, knowing they had so much money
they wouldn’t notice.
One day, Albert decided he was fed up with the whole business of
people being so unequal. He was going to get a job where you could
make a difference to that.
So he went back to university and trained to become a teacher. And
when he started teaching, and came to your school, he was determined
that he was going to treat all of you equally.
So he made sure he learned all your names at the same time... the
brightest, the naughtiest and the quietest.
He smiled at all of you the same when he saw you around the school.
He made the same effort to get to know each of you.
He spent the same time helping each of you with your work.
Every time any of you answered a question, he said the same thing: ‘Well
done, that’s excellent.’
He made sure he set you all the same work... and gave you all the same
time to do it.

Whenever someone did something wrong, he set you all the same
detention.
Whenever you wrote an essay, he gave you all the same grades.
At parents evening, he said the same things about all of you.
And at the end of the year, he gave every single one of you the same
report.
Albert was pretty pleased that he’d done such a good job of treating all
his students equally.
So he was upset and puzzled when every single one of you said, in the
same angry way, the same thing, ‘It’s not fair, you treat us all the same ‘

THE END
Tell a shortened version of the story to each other, one sentence at a
time (or if you like, one word at a time!). Do it with the book closed, then
come back.
When do you think Albert goes too far in treating everyone the same?

A big theme in the story is equality – people being the same, or being
treated or valued in the same way. For these other questions, think about
the wider world more than just the story. Pick one and talk together
about what you both think and why. Disagree with yourselves as well!
Are people really equal?
Can inequality be a good thing?
When should, and shouldn’t people be treated the same?
Which jobs make the biggest difference?
Or use the story to think up a new question which matters in the world.
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